
Congregation Beth Israel
Cemetery Expansion



Dear Beth Israel Families, 

Judaism describes “mitzvot” that are without measure, whose
reward, too, is without measure. They include the obligation to
honor one’s father and mother, to perform acts of loving-
kindness, to rejoice with bride and groom, and to console the
bereaved. It is this last obligation, to console the bereaved, that
is a focal point in Jewish communities. Long before a synagogue
is built in a new community, a cemetery is established. It’s
reasoned that one cannot know the day of one’s death, so the
sacred duty to accompany the deceased to a sacred burial
ground and to console the bereaved must be readied. 

At Congregation Beth Israel, the obligation to accompany the
deceased to a sacred burial ground and to console the bereaved
has been honored by generations of Jews in Houston, since Beth
Israel’s first cemetery on West Dallas Street was established in
1844, ten years before the congregation was organized. The
names of those who are buried there and those who are buried
in “Strangers Row,” attest to the significant and honored rituals
that were kept and maintained from generation to generation. 

Beth Israel Memorial Garden on Antoine Drive continued the
legacy of perpetual care for the deceased and their bereaved
families. Acres of land, beautifully groomed and maintained, and
set against the magnificent design of the Proler Chapel, daily
welcome those whose loved ones are currently interred there,
and those who anticipate a day when they will accompany their
loved ones to their final resting place, too. 



In recent years, an increasing number of requests from the
Jewish community have been made for cremation. For many
reasons, chief among them financial and environmental, the
rate of cremations has increased dramatically. Though Reform
Judaism doesn’t advocate for cremation, it doesn’t prohibit
cremation, either. In the past, cremains, as they’re called, were
delivered by the funeral home to the family for safekeeping.
But it’s also become known that the box containing the
cremains has remained in a less than sacred space. At Beth
Israel, beginning almost 100 years ago, niches were built into
the West Dallas Street mausoleum building. Families
respectfully placed cremains in a beautiful box or urn and
permanently installed it into a niche, much like a casket might
be permanently installed into a crypt.

At Beth Israel Memorial Garden on Antoine Drive, the new
cemetery master plan will include many new plots for in-ground
burial on the north side of the Proler Chapel, and, for cremains,
a columbarium to the south side of the Chapel. A columbarium
is a raised space with niches for the interment of cremation
boxes or urns. Like a marker on a grave, these niches will be
covered by a stone with the name, date, and a few words to
remember one’s loved one. As in a graveside service, Beth
Israel clergy will be available to lead a sacred service for the
interment of cremains into the niche. In every way, honored
rituals and traditions led by our clergy at the graveside or at
the columbarium will assure us in our grief that we have
honored the lives that have been taken from us. Prayers,
psalms, and eulogies are the beginning of our consolation and
comfort.



My hope is that we should all live well and long, but when the
time comes, we should also know that a sacred life will be
honored by a sacred service in Beth Israel Memorial Garden. 

Before the time arrives for services in the cemetery, please
know that pre-need and purchase of a cemetery plot or niche is
highly recommended. Such steps do not hasten death; rather
they provide peace of mind to the entire family. Your Beth
Israel clergy and staff are available to respond to your
questions and to assure you of our dedication to your family’s
needs. 

L’Shalom, 



Soon after the opening of the new section, we will be activating
our new online plot search engine for the Antoine cemetery.  Our
records will migrate to a cloud-based program ensuring that all
important data is safely preserved for generations to come.   This
program will simplify record-keeping and streamline everyday
tasks for our staff and vendors that work at the cemetery.  This
new program will provide an interactive map accessible to
visitors.  You’ll be able to find a burial space by clicking a link on
the Temple website to access the map and walking directions.

GPS System



You may purchase plots or columbarium niches during our open
house events and thereafter.  To begin the process, if not
attending one of the open houses, you may contact our
Cemetery Director to make a purchase. The purchase can be
made via email exchange of documents, or in-person in our
offices or by meeting the Cemetery Director at the cemetery.  

You’ll receive a printed map or a  link to the map to learn of
available spaces and make your selection(s). 

The Cemetery Director will provide a copy of the Cemetery
Rules and Regulations and a purchase agreement for you to
sign and return.

Next the Cemetery Director will process your payment (check
or credit card).  

Once the purchase is completed, you will receive an embossed
Certificate of Ownership.  We maintain a copy in the Temple
offices and log the data into our cemetery digital records.

HOW DO I PURCHASE A BURIAL SPACE?

Kathy Parven
Cemetery Director

KParven@beth-israel.org
713-771-6221 ext. 310

Unavailable

*

* Pre-sale ends 
October 16, 2022



SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
OCTOBER 9, 2022

9:30 A.M – 11:30 A.M.

CEMETERY OPEN HOUSE

SAVE THE DATES

RSVP TO KATHY PARVEN
KPARVEN@BETH-ISRAEL.ORG

1101 ANTOINE DRIVE
HOUSTON, TX 77005 
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